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State attorney / Public prosecutor 
  of Ministry of Justice, Republic of Korea 

Bokhyun Lee 

Korean Bar (2000) 

LL.M at U.C. Berkeley in U.S. 

California Bar (2010) 

Senior legal staff at Legal Affair Division in charge of 
legislation & supervision of the Korean legal market 



Apostille in Republic of Korea 



Ratified : 25 Oct. 2006 / Effective : 14 Jul. 2007 

Ministry of Justice(MOJ) 
 & Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade(MOFAT) 
(Co-operating Apostille Unit in Seoul downtown) 

2 Korean Departments working hand in hand in Apostille 

MOJ : Notarized Documents 
MOFAT : Other Government Documents 



Apostille in Korea is relatively new, but expanding rapidly. 

138 (MOJ) / 65 (MOFAT) 

203 Apostilles issued per day 

Issuing started in Feb. 2009 

Apostille Unit in MOJ 

Increasing 20% per year 
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Growth of Apostille 

About 70% of Apostilles issued by Ministry of Justice 



Korea’s Opportunity in  
e-App Implementation 



E-government development Index 
& E-participation Index 

World No.1 Country 

Among 193 countries 
(2012 UN Department of Economic & Social Affairs) 



Wireless Broadband subscriptions 

Per 100 inhabitants among OECD countries (2011) 

World No.1 Country 



We have Know-how to implement e-APP 

We already adopted e-Notarization in Aug. 2010 

Korean notaries can provide authentication of e-Document or 
digitalized Document in the form of PDF files 

Implementation of e-APP will trigger more frequent usage 
of e-Notarization and vice versa. 

The best condition in implementing e-APP!! 



Increasing electronic public documents 

Korean government provides e-Public Document service 

(Ministry of Public Administration and Security, MOPAS) 

About 82 kinds of e-Public Documents issued such as 

‘Certificate of Resident Registration’ via internet 

The best condition in implementing e-APP!! 



Korea’s Plan of Introducing 
e-App 



MOJ and MOFAT to cooperate to develop e-Register system 

Need to secure budget and more staffs 

May 2013 : Pilot program to be operational 

Phase 1 : e-Register 

July 2013 : Korean e-Register system to be launched 

Building an Advanced Database 
- Digitalization of the entire Apostille documents 
- Accessibility of Digitalized Apostille documents 
- Arranging huge amount of documents more easily 



Make the best use of e-Notarization experience such as 
electronic signature and security issues 

From 2015 : Full Implementation of e-Apostille 

Provide one-stop service of e-Public Document & Apostille 

Phase 2 : e-Apostille 

Problems of security & privacy should be solved 



MOFAT : Operation of e-APP system 

MOPAS : Maintenance & Issue of Public e-Document 

Supreme Court of Korea : Certification of Court Ruling and 
other Significant Document 

Lesson to be learned from other partners advancing in e-APP 

Budget, Budget and Budget !!! 

Inter-government Cooperation to provide one-stop service 




